therefore, for the wise man says: "If thou strive with
a fool, though the fool be wroth or though he laugh,
nevertheless thou shalt have no rest/' Another out-
ward grievance is to suffer damage in one's chattels.
In that Christ endured patiently when He was de-
spoiled of all that He had in the world, that being
His clothing.
The third grievance is for a man to suffer- injury
in his body. That, Christ endured full patiently
throughout all His passion. The fourth grievance is
in extravagant labour. Wherefore I say that folk who
make their servants labour too grievously, or out of
the proper time, as on holidays, truly they do great
sin. Thereof endured Christ full patiently, and taught
us patience when He bore upon His blessed shoulder
the cross whereon He was to suffer a pitiless death.
Hereof may men learn to be patient; for certainly,
not only Christian men should be patient for love
of Jesus Christ, and for the reward of the blessed
life everlasting, but even the old pagans, who never
were Christians, commended, and practised the virtue
of patience.
Upon a time a philosopher would have beaten a
disciple for his great misdoing, at which the philos-
opher had been much annoyed; and he brought a rod
wherewith to scourge the youth; and when the youth
saw the rod he said to his master: "What do you
intend to do?" "I will beat you/' said the master,
''for your correction," "Forsooth," said the youth,
"you ought first to correct yourself who have lost
all your patience at the offence of a child." "For-
sooth/' said the master, weeping, "you say truth;
take the rod yourself, my dear son, and correct me
for my impatience." From patience comes obedience,
whereby a man becomes obedient to Christ and to
all to whom he owes obedience in Christ. And under-
stand well that obedience is perfect when a man does
gladly and speedily, with entire good heart, all that
he should do. Obedience, generally, is to put into
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